Cheater’s Prosper

Writing with Voice

Suggestion

Dear Writers:

You have finished your essay on “Cheater’s Prosper” and have had some time to think about it. While some of you felt very strongly about the topic (and, hence, wrote with passion), others went through the motions a little. This begs the question: how do I write with voice and passion if I couldn’t care less about the topic or the article? Pretty good question. It NEEDS an answer. Why? Because quite a lot of academic writing involves topics that are distant from your heart. In your re-write, try to develop a voice by role playing if you have to. All the great thespians (actors) do it, so why not you? How some of you didn’t connect to this escapes me, because cheating impacts you every day in one regard or another. In the revision, if you are advocating Schulte’s side of cheating, assume some teacher has failed you in a course because he found you cheated on something. How would you react if you didn’t necessarily have to be respectful (DO NOT go overboard, but you know what I mean…let your passionate side come out). OR, if you are against Schulte’s article, role play like this: you find that another student has been accepted into your dream school and you were denied. How would you feel? If you were to write a letter to the president of the college, what would you put into it? Again, you weren’t accepted so let it rip. Speak your mind. Write with passion. Here is a line without voice: Cheaters are only cheating themselves in the long run. Cheating is wrong and we have been taught from a very young age that you should do the right thing and play by the rules. WHERE IS THE PASSION?? This one has more voice (taken from an actual paper!): Cheaters are the creeps that lurk in the corners. Cheaters are the lowlifes that hang out in MySpace. Cheaters are the vermin that steal from charities. Cheaters are taking up space in MY world and it is about time people took notice and stopped them. Are you kidding me? How good is that line? If this person were running for class president, he/she would get my vote. There’s passion there. Love it!!!!
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